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Preprints
What is a preprint?
A preprint is an unpublished report of research that is posted online to encourage public
discussion, feedback, and data sharing. Preprints are hosted on an online server and have
not been peer reviewed.

Preprint citations

Identifying a preprint as such in text makes it clear to the reader that a reference being
used to support a particular statement has not been peer-reviewed.

Identifying a preprint as such in the reference list distinguishes it from an accepted
article and makes it clear that it is not a published-ahead-of-print article.

From Shima T et al. Kinesin-binding–triggered conformation switching of microtubules contributes to polarized transport [published ahead of print
October 8, 2018]. J Cell Biol. DOI: 10.1083/jcb.201711178.

Updating preprint references
Publish-ahead-of print (PAP) articles that are cited as references can often be updated before
publication of the article in which they are cited:

However, the amount of time that elapses between the initial posting of a preprint and its
publication as a peer-reviewed article may not allow for an update:

From Stack Exchange. Is it necessary to include and update the status of a paper on arXiv once it has been accepted for publication in a journal?
https://academia.stackexchange.com/questions/8621/is-it-necessary-to-include-and-update-the-status-of-a-paper-on-arxiv-once-it-has. Accessed Nov 6, 2018.

Data repositories
What is a data repository?
A data repository (a.k.a “data warehouse” or “data mart”) is an online, publically accessible
library of a specific data population that is used to support current research and aid in the
development and execution of future research.

Data repository citations: title page footnote

NOTE Direct links to web pages for specific accession numbers can be generated
via eXtyles® character styles.

From de Vries J et al. Embryophyte stress signaling evolved in the algal progenitors of land plants. Proc Natl Acad Sci U S A 2018;115:E3471-E3480.

Data repository citations: data and software availability statement

NOTE The “data and software availability statement” can appear in the front
matter, back matter, and/or full text HTML version of the article.

From Balan S et al. Large-scale human dendritic cell differentiation revealing notch-dependent lineage bifurcation and heterogeneity. Cell Rep 2018;
24:1902-1915.e6.

Data repository citations: reference list

NOTE Certain data repositories will not provide working links for newly
deposited data until the article in which the data are cited has been published
in some form (namely, publish-ahead-of-print). As such, the author may need
to request a functional link from the repository before final publication.

From Li ZM et al. Association of in utero persistent organic pollutant exposure with placental thyroid hormones. Endocrinology 2018;159:3473-3481.

Querying the author
Sample query
All cited data must be deposited in a publicly accessible database before publication.
For any data cited in the text and/or the data deposition footnote, please provide
complete reference information for the applicable database(s). If any data mentioned
the data deposition footnote are not also cited in the text, please (a) insert a citation
at an appropriate point in the text and (b) provide a complete reference for the
applicable database.

Critical components
Ask the author for:

•

A description of the data

•

The name of the database

•

The accession number(s)

•

Confirmation that the data have been deposited (for newly deposited data)

NOTE Consider crafting a standard (or “standing”) query to ensure that the same
message is always delivered to your authors.

Food for thought…
Preprints
•

Should preprint references be identified as such, or is a DOI sufficient?

•

If a referenced preprint is eventually published as a peer-reviewed article, should the
reference be updated to match the article?

•

Is citing your own preprint a form of self-citation?
NOTE Authors often refer to preprints as “working papers”; make sure to distinguish
these from “manuscript in preparation” citations that do not have a DOI.
NOTE Preprint ≠ published ahead of print.

Data repositories
•

Do data repositories need to appear in the reference list, or is a footnote/link sufficient?

•

Are specific accession numbers being cited? If so, is a separate reference required for
each accession number, regardless of how many are cited?
NOTE Distinguish previously deposited data from newly deposited data by including
an “accessed” or “deposited” date, respectively, in the reference list.

Further Reading
What are preprints, and how do they benefit authors?
Mudrak B. AJE Scholar. https://www.aje.com/en/arc/benefits-of-preprints-for-researchers/.

Preprints and citations: should non-peer reviewed material be included in article references?
Crotty D. The Scholarly Kitchen. https://scholarlykitchen.sspnet.org/2018/03/14/preprints-citations-non-peer-reviewed-materialincluded-article-references/.

Plan for new medical preprint server receives a mixed response
Enserink M. Science. https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2017/09/plan-new-medical-preprint-server-receives-mixed-response.

What’s up with data citations?
Vines T. The Scholarly Kitchen. https://scholarlykitchen.sspnet.org/2018/05/28/whats-up-with-data-citations/.
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