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|Introduction

It is generally held that vertical transmission is the r*
of hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection in regions wh
ease is endemic.'~* The neonatal immunization pt:
using immunoglobulin and hepatitis B vaccinati
been developed to prevent vertical transmission®° &
been reported to be effective.'”'° Neonatal immu
introduced to the Hong Kong Special Administr
(SAR), China, in 1983 and was selectively applied
born to mothers found to be carrying the hepatit
antigen (HBsAg) on routine antenatal screening.’
ber 1988, neonatal HBV vaccination has becom:
irrespective of maternal HBsAg status.'*"” Since the.
tion has been readily available from general pract
nongovernmental organizations."’ :
In Hong Kong SAR, pregnant women receivi
care constitute the only social group that underg
HBsAg screening. We reviewed published rep

prevalence of maternal HBsAg carriage in the area-
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‘that, in the prevaccination era, it was 6.6% in 1976
between 1981 and 1983." In 1996, it was 10.0% an
1998 and 2001, it was 8.0%.”" At our hospital, it w:
women who gave birth between 1998 and 2008.**
survey in 2010, the prevalence was 9.1% overall a

amengwho had undergone HBV vaccination.” Si
pulation is alow-risk group compared to
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Introduction

It is generally held that vertical
transmission is the major route of
hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection in
regions where the disease is endemic.'~
The neonatal immunization
programmes using immunoglobulin
and hepatitis B vaccination that have

been developed to prevent vertical
transmission®™ " have widely been

reported to be effective.'' '° Neonatal
immunization was introduced to the
Hong Kong Special Administrative

Region (SAR), China, in 1983' and was
selectively applied to neonates born to
mothers found to be carrying the
hepatitis B surface antigen (HBsAg) on

routine antenatal sc:ref:ning.17 In
November 1988, neonatal HBV
vaccination has become universal
irrespective of maternal HBsAg

status.'®'” Since then, vaccination has
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